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community and in harmony. 

Too easily we forget that the 

places where we walk and the 

streets that we drive are not 

ours alone. These spaces are, in 

fact, metaphors for how we in-

habit the spaces in each other’s 

lives. 

In a city with very little 

public transit, it’s easy to forget 

how readily our lives intersect 

and how our shared steward-

ship affects one another. Since 

we do not have a bussing sys-

tem, our students ride to 

school in their parents’ cars. 

They go to their specified class-

rooms and find their own desk, 

individualized by their person-

al effects and trinkets. Unlike 

these spaces where we focus 

on individualization—and 

rightfully so—other places 

serve as opportunities for us to 

reach outside of ourselves and 

invest in the lives of others. 

The lunchroom, playground, 

and sanctuary are, of course, 

key locations in the building 

where students develop their 

relationships outside of the 

confines of the classroom set-

ting. For parents, the school 

also offers a significant number 

of shared spaces as well, where 

families connect and grow to-

gether as a result of their par-

ticipation in sports or drama 

programs. 

Located about ten paces 

past the main office, at the very 

center of the school, stands the 

most heavily trafficked stairwell 

at CPRS. The stairs run down to 

the Sorenson Room where every-

one visits for lunch daily. The 

stairs run up to the elementary 

floor, to the mezzanine floor, and 

to the high school floor. Students 

of every age, teachers for all 

grade levels, and guests who are 

visiting the financial office or 

making special presentations in 

class use the stairs multiple 

times a day. 

 The stairs are not particu-

larly unique in their appear-

ance—the same standard brown 

of other stairs in the building—

but they represent a very power-

ful concept. They are the most 

shared space in the entire school, 

and it is in our shared spaces that 

we see what it means to live in 

Stairs cont’d on page 3 
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“”Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” 

Psalm 51:10 Page 2 

with us and that His spirit would 

attend to each of us during the 

class. He prayed for those who 

could not be there and for those 

who were sick. Don also petitioned 

the Lord to strengthen my voice 

during the class and on through the 

main service.  He closed the prayer 

and we began the class. 

As the class went on, my 

voice grew a little stronger.  By the 

end of Sunday School, my voice was 

probably about 70% normal. As we 

got into the preaching service, my 

voice continued to get stronger.  

When it was time for me to deliver 

the message, my voice was about 

85% normal.  I was able to deliver 

the message and do so with little or 

no issue.  I sat down, we had the 

closing hymn and prayer, and as 

soon as the benediction was com-

plete, my voice went back to being 

just a strong whisper.  The Lord 

provided what I needed when I 

needed it and allowed the congre-

gation to witness His meeting a 

need that was present at the time.  

In 2 Corinthians 12:9, we find these 

words by the Apostle Paul: “My 

grace is sufficient for thee; for my 

strength is made perfect in weak-

ness. Most gladly therefore will I 

rather glory in my infirmities, that 

the power of Christ may rest upon 

me.”  It surely did that day. 

I am appreciative of CPRS in 

the lives of our children.  The 

school allows them to grow and 

learn in an environment that sup-

ports a worldview where Christ is 

Lord and the Earth is His creation.  

The students can pray for each 

other and have the opportunity to 

see the Lord work in their midst. 

My prayer is that each one of them 

will be able to strengthen their tes-

timony of how the Lord has inter-

vened in their lives and in turn 

share that with others. 

Matthew Moellmann 

CPRS Parent 

About 10 years ago, Josh-

ua, Jai Yu, and I were living in 

Warrensburg.  We were attending 

the Restoration branch at Knob 

Noster. As a church family, we 

were a fairly small group of Saints 

at the time.  It was definitely felt 

when someone had to be gone or 

missed a particular Sunday.  On 

one such Sunday, John, the adult 

Sunday School teacher, was not 

there due to being called into 

work.  That meant I was going to 

be filling in as the backup teacher.  

Serving as backup Sunday 

school teacher was not a problem.  

I enjoyed helping and usually 

knew ahead of time if John was 

going to be absent. When I arrived 

at church, I found out that John 

had been called in to work and I 

would be pulling double duty as I 

was also scheduled to bring the 

message at the preaching service.  

Typically this wouldn’t be a prob-

lem, but on this particular morn-

ing I had lost my voice due to al-

lergies.  When I awoke that morn-

ing, I could not speak more loudly 

than a strong whisper.  I was al-

ready wondering how I was going 

to deliver the message for the 

preaching service, and now I was 

going to cover the adult class as 

well.  I asked those in the class to 

bear with me and we would try to 

get through the class. 

As usual, I asked for a vol-

unteer to open us in prayer for the 

class. Brother Don agreed and 

prayed that the Lord would be 

 Believe it or not,  it is 

that time of year again. We are 

gearing up for this year’s fire-

works fundraiser, which is the 

single largest fundraiser for our 

school and necessary for the 

financial needs throughout the 

summer. 

 The CPRS fireworks 

booth is staffed totally by volun-

teers from the school, our fami-

lies, and supporters throughout 

the branches. Last year we had 

record-breaking sales and hope 

to repeat or exceed that amount 

this year.   

 If you are interested in 

being a volunteer at the CPRS 

fireworks tent, you may contact 

our coordinator, Tony Rush, at 

816-304-5833, or check the 

CPRS Fireworks Tent page on 

Facebook. 

 Don’t forget to do your 

fireworks shopping at the CPRS 

tent on 24 Highway just east of 

Susquehanna Ridge in the park-

ing lot of Cosentino’s Sunfresh! 

CPRS FIREWORKS TENT  



 Center Place Restoration School 

is currently accepting faculty applications 

for a  high school choir teacher beginning 

with the 2016-2017 school year. 

 This position involves working 

with students in 9th through 12th 

grades. Responsibilities include selecting 

music for the choir, working on vocal 

training and performance preparation 

during daily class times, and rehearsing 

for concerts within the school setting 

and occasional community/branch out-

reach. 

 Candidates should have experi-

ence in choral music and be comfortable 

working with students. A music degree 

or extensive music background is pre-

ferred. 

 Applications may be picked up 

from CPRS.  Our office hours are Monday 

through Thursday from 8:00 AM-4:00 

PM, and Fridays from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM.   
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The stairs at the center of 

the school are, of course, only a 

microcosm for the kingdom—the 

most significant shared space we 

can inhabit. The kingdom is not a 

space that belongs to you or me, 

or a space where we can reckless-

ly live our lives as though our de-

cision and actions do not make an 

impact on others. It is the shared 

space that we treat responsibly 

by obeying God’s word. It is the 

shared space that we infuse with 

kindness and mutual respect. It is 

the space where our lives connect 

meaningfully, where we learn to 

trust one another’s motives, 

where we are free to make our-

selves vulnerable to one another 

because we believe God’s love 

reigns in each other’s hearts, and 

the space where we learn to for-

give each other for the many inju-

ries that surely come with any 

human, interactive experience. 

Whenever I give a pro-

spective family a tour of the 

school, we stop to look at the li-

brary, our science lab, an age-

appropriate classroom, or the 

sanctuary, but when I think of 

how our hearts can be knit to-

gether in the love of the Savior, I 

think of the stairs at the center of 

the school.  

John Larson 

School Administrator 

  

Stairs cont’d from page 1 GRATEFUL experienced without that uplifting 

spirit that came with their support.  

 When God has worked in my 

life in big or little ways, I have been 

able to share it with my coworkers and 

students alike. Praying together and 

continually inviting the spirit to be a 

part of our day has made such a posi-

tive impact. Our school year thus far 

has been filled with multiple testimo-

nies because of our willingness to 

share with each other. My students are 

such an example to me as they show an 

eager willingness to pray for me and 

for each other. I'm so grateful for a 

place to work that is filled with God's 

love. My prayer is that as the school 

year progresses, I will continue to 

learn to open my heart to the love of 

God.  

Margaret Fountain 

2nd Grade Teacher 

 As a CPRS alumna, I was ex-

cited to give back to the school as a 

teacher. I knew that the school's 

drive and desires were something 

that I wanted to support.  

 My heart was open to the 

love of working in the field of educa-

tion because I spent some time 

working in public schools before 

coming to CPRS. When I started 

working here, I discovered the dif-

ference our open discussions about 

Jesus can make in a classroom and in 

our daily lives. The weeks before 

school started I had some fears and 

stress about the coming school year. 

As I opened up to my fellow staff 

members, they all responded with 

encouragement and prayer. I cannot 

imagine the heartache I would have 

ROBOTICS—OUR NEW EXTRACURRICULAR CLUB 

Robotics cont’d on page  4 

 Along with having soccer, 

basketball, volleyball, and ZAC club, 

CPRS added a new extra-curricular 

activity this year: the robots club. 

This new activity, partnered with the 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recogni-

tion of Science and Technology) or-

ganization, provides students with 

an unprecedented opportunity to 

apply science and math to something 

physical.  

The robot team, named “This 

Side Up” by its members, is coached 

by Mr. Simmons and Mr. Gatrost. 

Starting in September, the team 

(with members in grades 7 through 

12) began working on a robot to com-

pete against other teams in a particu-

lar game. This year the game was 

called FIRST RES-Q. The object of this 

game was to collect “debris” (plastic 

balls and blocks) from the playing 

field and then climb a “mountain” 

within a two-minute time period. (To 

learn more about the game’s rules and 

the FIRST organization, visit their site 

at firstinspires.org/ftc.) 

After months of building, test-

ing, and rebuilding, the team attended 

a qualifying round at UMKC. Due to 

technical difficulties, our team was 
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ROBOT TEAM COMPETITION 
Robotics cont’d from page  3 

able to participate in only two of five qualifying rounds. 

Despite everything working against them, This Side Up 

managed to rank 9th out of 22 in their division. 

During the final rounds of the qualifiers, the top 

four teams in the division pick two other teams to join 

their alliance. The four alliances then compete against 

one another until a division champion is decided. The 

team that was ranked third in This Side Up’s division 

chose them as one of their allies. This Side Up’s alliance 

managed to win one of the qualifying rounds but was 

then eliminated. 

Although the team did not qualify to go to re-

gionals, I still had a lot of fun and learned a lot of new 

things. CPRS’s robot team is an excellent opportunity for 

students to work with their hands and also to apply 

math and science to life.    

Daniel Eliason 

CPRS Senior 


